
126 GARBOLOGY 

your horizons, a place that to me is full of wonder, and you are see 

ing our own garbage. You see laundry detergent bottles and bleach 

bottles, children's toys, toothbrushes, plastic buckets, storage con

tainers, packing straps. All this stuff out there in the middle of the 

ocean, it just makes me sick. And I want everyone to feel that too." 

It turned out this part wasn't so hard. She has found that ocean 

trash is a unique environmental issue. It is that rare green cause 

that transcends politics a:t;1d ideology-once people see and under

stand it. Garbage floating on the waves, it seems, has the power to 

unite. Ten thousand visitors showed up at the docks in the days 

after the Kaisei's return, eager to tour the ship and see the array of 

trash and ghost nets that the crew put on display on the deck, to 

learn about the gyre and to hear how that distant place was full of 

all of our trash. 

'Tve never talked to anyone who has seen the pictures or the 

video we've brought back, or who came to the ship to learn what it's 

really like out there, who then says, 'I don't care.' That's why I'm 

hopeful." 

NERDS VS. NURDLES 

THE SCIENTISTS TRYING TO FIGURE OUT THE 

jabberwock-sized problem of the gyre garbage patches tend to be 

characters. Miriam Goldstein is no exception. 

Goldstein came to the work at Scripps after a post-college break 

from academia that included stints as a construction worker, an 

environmental consultant a naturalist at New Hampshire's Mount 

Washington and a salesperson at a biological curiosity shop in Soho 

called Evolution. Now she represents a new generation of ocean 

researchers eager to launch their scientific careers by uncovering 

the extent and consequences of marine plastic pollution. 
















