The Death Penalty:  Is it Time to Abolish It?
WR 121 Persuasive Essay
In this essay you will be arguing whether or not the death penalty, as a means of punishment, should be part of our criminal justice system.  Because this is a persuasive paper, you will be taking a side and using credible resources to argue for that side.

You will need a minimum of 6 credible sources for the paper.  You may use the resources from the web links on my web site, or essays from Opposing Viewpoints.  Do not use Wikepedia or Google.  Get to know the arguments on both sides of the issue, and then in your paper, take one side and argue for it.  

Requirements:

· Outline and Annotated Bibliography:  see web site for directions
· Essay:  3-4 sides, typed and single spaced, 12 point font, times new roman.                          

(Internal documentation of sources is required, and must include citations for direct quotes and summaries of resources.) 

· Bibliography:  MLA format, citing at least 6 sources

**You will need a minimum of six sources;  you must use at least one of the sources provided.

**I will be grading your research format, including your citations and bibliography.

**You will need to show critical thinking.  Don’t just paraphrase the sources, but analyze the

     information and discuss why you believe in one side over the other, using the reasons you find.  

**Be sure to consider the arguments on the other side, and refute them.  Also consider what

    concessions you will give.

**Final paper must be submitted to Turnitin.com by the deadline or you will receive a zero.
Because of the availability of essays on-line, I will not accept a final paper without seeing the outline and rough draft first, on the date below.
Annotated Bibliography 

Dec. 9


(30 points)

Outline Due:  



Dec. 16


(20 points)

Rough Draft Due:

         Jan. 6                

(20 points)
Final Essay Due:  


Jan. 13     
   

(200 points)

